Comparison of designs of laser systems utilized for refractive surgery.
Several different laser types are available on the market for the practitioner to use in refractive surgery. Each laser type has certain parameters that the surgeon must understand to obtain the best refractive outcomes. Studies published in peer-reviewed literature between February 2002 and March 2003 show that refractive results across all types of lasers have improved compared with those of several years ago. A difference in refractive outcomes between lasers is impossible to directly compare, as there are no randomized studies that hold surgeon or patient characteristics constant.